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Atallah Said Speech for the official launch of the BAA 20/5/2009
The Rt. Hon. David Miliband, Foreign Secretary,  Honourable Members of the House of Lords and the House of Commons, Your Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 Foreign Secretary, it's good to see you here today. My colleagues and I from the British Arabs Association welcome you.

Today is a special day for us, a new day in the British Arab Community life as we mark the Official Launch of the British Arabs Association.

We are honoured, Foreign Secretary, by your attendance and grateful to all the distinguished guests who are present.

Although there has never been a census to measure the true size of the Arab community in the UK, some estimates put it as upwards of 700,000.

British Arabs have come to recognise the UK as a home, for us and our families. That is why we believe in integration in the communities in which we live. 

British Arabs are well represented across all the professions including many distinguished academics, medical professionals, writers, educationalists, lawyers and members of the judiciary. .There are also many prominent British Arabs in the business and financial sectors of the economy.

 Given our numbers and the positions we occupy in British society we feel it is also important to come together collectively to voice our common interests and concerns.

Foreign Secretary, it was Saint Augustine who first said 'When in Rome, do as the Romans do'.

That was in 387 AD, but it's still good advice.

Well, we are in Britain – not Rome – and we have decided to follow a great British tradition in setting up an organisation to represent our interests. 

We think the time has come for the British Arab community to create a forum to unite all the efforts of our community and agree on our broader aims. 

The 'British Arabs Association' is a voluntary, not-for-profit organisation established to represent the interests of its members who come from the several and various communities, associations and societies for Arab-speaking people residing permanently in the United Kingdom, including British Arab Citizens.
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The British Arab community is a very vibrant and diverse community who come from all walks of life.

 The British Arab community  praise the steps this Government have taken to strengthen economic institutions – at home and internationally.

 We welcome the boost this government has given to economic activity and trade – both in Britain and between Britain and the Arab countries.

British Arabs believe that Britain is their home and share the values of this Government. 

The British Government encourages success in a market economy while recognising the importance of social justice in the communities in which we live.

The priorities of this Government are priorities held by the many Arabs living in this country. Those priorities include improving education standards, improving economic opportunity for the many not just the few, and combating crime. 

Foreign Secretary, Britain's Arabs are not likely to forget their roots and their homeland.

Our culture should be developed and cultivated.  But we have to recognise that Britain is our future – and we should become active participants in civic and political life in Britain.

British Arabs interact with what's going on in the Middle East.

For far too many years countries in the Middle East have suffered from outside interference or from bad government. The Arabs have a proud history.

We want democracy and the rule of law as much as anyone else.

Increasingly Arabs are seeking democracy and the rule of law. 

We expect the governments in the Middle East to provide these and for the rest of the world to respect and support democratically-elected governments.

Undoubtedly Palestine has a special place in the hearts and minds of the Arab community in Britain, as elsewhere.

The Palestine problem is the last colonial problem in modern history.

With one initiative after another foundering due to the inability of the parties concerned to come to agreement, it seems to defy resolution.
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Yet the outlines of a solution have been known for quite a while:

· two states for the two peoples with the boundaries of the Palestinian state following the1967 line

· and a just solution of the Palestinian refugee problem in accordance with UN resolutions.

For the parties directly concerned, the rewards of a resolution are rich indeed:

· security and normalisation of relations with the Arab world for Israel
· and a decent life for the Palestinians in an Independent  homeland they could call their own. 

                      But the rewards are also rich for the rest of the world: 

· easing the integration of Arab and Muslim communities in the West in their host societies

· and removing a serious obstacle to mutual understanding between the Arab and Muslim world and the West.

Recently, diplomatic activity seems to have gathered pace.

The British Arab community welcome your efforts, Foreign Secretary.

You have been very active since you took office as a Foreign Secretary.

Your engagement and visits to the Middle East have shown your sincerity to finding a solution.

Britain does and should play a leading role in advancing a peace process based on resolution of political rights.

The Government's decision to withdraw our troops from Iraq has been welcomed by the British Arab community.

We believe the Iraqi people must be able to run there affairs without  foreign interference.  

The British Arab Association promotes integration in the UK.

There are many British Arab Councilors, and we will be campaigning with British Arab candidates in the next general election for representation at the House of Parliament

We will continue working for better representation.

We hope to see the first Arab Baroness or Lord with the help of your Government, because we think it is time the large number of British Arabs is represented at the House of Lords.

 Foreign Secretary, we are grateful for your attendance and look forward to your continued support for our interests.

