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Press Release

Gaza conflict 
The British Arab Association (BAA) welcomes the ceasefire declared by the Israeli government and Hamas over the weekend and insists that the British government strongly condemns Israel's aggression against the people of Gaza. We also ask that the British government ease the suffering of Gaza population through the immediate provision of humanitarian assistance.

 

BAA remains deeply disturbed at the British government’s lack of resolve and ability to use its influence to pressure the Israeli government earlier in the conflict and insists that the government continues to apply pressure on Israel so that it adheres to the ceasefire and withdraws from Gaza immediately. 

 

BAA also calls on Prime Minister Gordon Brown and Foreign Secretary David Miliband to strongly condemn Israel's aggression against Gaza and use their influence in the United Nations Security Council, the European Union and other international organisations to launch an investigation into the conduct of the Israeli Army during its three week military offensive.

 

The historical and continued slaughter of Palestinian civilians and the destruction of their infrastructure can only fuel the conflict and quash any remaining hope for peace between the Israeli and Palestinian people. It can also backfire and result in Palestinian retaliation against Israel and its Western supporters. Israel has continued to displace the indigenous Palestinian population from its homeland into neighbouring lands and allows democracy to be practiced only among certain parts of its population. BAA therefore requests that the Foreign Secretary Mr Milliband cease to use misleading statements describing Israel as a "beacon of democracy".

END

Immediate release
Notes to editors:
The British Arab Association is committed to representing and promoting the interests of British Arabs. 
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